
January 29, 2011

Dear SCLL Parents and Friends,
 
For over a decade, Salmon Creek Little League volunteers and supporters have been working to identify 
a site to develop new baseball fields for SCLL. This process gained traction in 2005 when the voters of 
unincorporated Clark County passed Proposition 1, which created the Greater Clark Parks District. Since 
then, and for a significant portion of the last two years, the SCLL New Fields Committee has worked 
diligently with the Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation Department (VCPRD) to provide input on the 
planning and development of new fields for Salmon Creek Little League. The most exciting news is that 
after all of these years, in just a matter of weeks, construction will begin on what will soon be the best 
community park and sports complex in Southwest Washington!

SCLL Board members are often asked questions about the new park, and many of the families in our 
league are still unaware that such a HUGE milestone is literally just around the corner! So it is with this in 
mind that we wanted to provide our members and friends with as much information as possible regarding 
the new park: 

LOCATION: The new park will be located on the north side of 78th Street just east of King's Way 
Christian Schools (KWCS) between Hwy 99 and St. Johns Road. Why this location??? There were 
many attempts over the years to secure a site further north in the Salmon Creek area but for various 
reasons, primarily cost, an adequate site of 20+ acres could not be secured. Different locations studied by 
the county over the years looked promising and while the cost and viability of each site can be debated, 
VCPRD believed that the site next to KWCS was the best use of public resources. In short, the site next 
to KWCS was already county owned and was identified as the site where the majority of dollars could go 
directly into the park itself (i.e., for above-ground amenities and fields) rather than toward purchasing land 
or preparing the site for above-ground construction. 

Additionally, at the current site, a shared-use agreement between KWCS and VCPRD will allow VCPRD 
and Clark County youth organizations to utilize the KWCS parking lot (for overflow parking) and to use the 
future athletic fields being developed by KWCS when available. KWCS, in turn, will be allowed to use the 
county fields when they are available. This agreement is a great example of how our community can 
share public and private resources and reduce costs for the greater good of our citizenry.

Why doesn’t Hazel Dell Little League use the new park and SCLL move to HB Fuller? VCPRD had 
similar thoughts, so they approached HDLL about using the new park and HDLL declined. From a cost 
perspective, SCLL benefits greatly because this new park does not have a lease fee like HB Fuller Park, 
so SCLL will not have a significant annual fee to pay. Also, as explained throughout this letter, this new 
park that SCLL will soon call home will be second to none!

So as confusing as it may be, yes, SCLL members will continue to drive by HB Fuller to play at this new 
complex. However, the SCLL Board is confident that when you see the plans and drawings—not to 
mention the completed park—you'll be as excited as we are and will gladly drive past HB Fuller (and just 
one mile further than Gaiser) to play at the best new sports complex and community park in our area! 

COST: Where is the money coming from to build this park? This was one of the original concerns of 
many SCLL members when the planning for this park started during the economic downturn and what 
many label the “Great Recession.” As taxpayers, we may wonder why, in this economic climate, a park 
would be built. Most would prefer our taxes be paid toward necessities, such as teachers, firefighters, and 
police. SCLL voiced this exact concern to VCPRD, yet it is important to know that the funds for building 
this park (and maintenance) do not come from the general fund. They are funds approved by voters to go 
specifically toward parks and cannot simply be redirected to other county departments. 
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So the county was mandated by voters to build this park (and other parks), and it was going to be built 
regardless. If SCLL would have passed on this opportunity, another youth-sports organization would have 
inherited it, and we don’t know when the next opportunity would have presented itself. With this 
information, SCLL felt it was in the League’s best interest to work with VCPRD to develop this park as the 
future home of Salmon Creek Little League, and we are glad we did!! Specifically, estate excise taxes 
(collected whenever property is sold) are paying for design and construction. Basic maintenance and 
operations of the site is paid for with property taxes collected by the Greater Clark Parks District. This 
property tax-based metropolitan parks district was approved by voters in 2005 to provide maintenance 
and operations funding for 30 new neighborhood parks, five new community parks, seven miles of new 
walking trails, and additional sports field capacity to meet the needs of the county's youth-sports 
programs. Additional maintenance costs and site improvements will be paid for by the sports leagues 
using the park. 

OPPOSITION: For those of you who have been following the development of this park, you are aware 
that there has been some opposition to this park being built—primarily from a handful of neighbors who 
live adjacent to the park. This is not unusual for any development, as change can be difficult. However, 
since the beginning, SCLL has conveyed to the neighbors that a park with nature trails, a playground, and 
fields built for youth-sports organizations makes for a great neighbor. Our goal is that all current and 
future SCLL members will work hand-in-hand with these neighbors to show them respect, understanding, 
and how Little Leagues and other youth-sports organizations are the best neighbor a person can have. 
VCPRD created a Frequently Asked Questions page on their website, which addresses neighbors’ 
concerns and also provides answers to questions in general. The FAQ page can be found online at: http://
www.clarkparks.org/projects/hazeldellsports_faq.htm#Q3. While there will always be opposition to 
progress, the overall community support for this park is overwhelming—including a strong endorsement 
from the neighborhood association adjacent to this property.

LATEST INFO: Follow the progress and find the latest information, plans, drawings, and documents at 
http://www.clarkparks.org/projects/hazeldellsports.htm. Current plans for the park include a regulation-size 
synthetic turf baseball field with lights and outdoor batting cages, a 225’ Majors field (Nationals), a 200’ 
Minors field (Pac Coast), and a second synthetic turf multi-purpose field that will be the location of two 
125’ fields for the T-Ball and NW divisions. The synthetic turf fields will be multi-purpose fields, allowing 
many sports organizations to utilize the park throughout the year when baseball is not being played. 
Additionally, there will be a concession stand/restrooms built at the center of the facility with a second 
floor office and community room that will have a view of all fields. The park will also include a playground, 
nature trails, picnic tables, and park benches throughout the site, which will make this park a fabulous 
year-round destination for families, neighbors, athletes, and all community members! 

WHAT’S NEXT…GET INVOLVED!!!: FIRST…NAME THE PARK! Seeing there is already a “Hazel Dell 
Park,” and to avoid confusion, this park will get a new name. VCPRD has posted an online poll on their 
website listed above with a list of different names submitted by the public. Vote for your favorite name! 
SECOND…VOLUNTEER!!! SCLL needs your help NOW as we make the transition to the new fields, and 
we need more help than ever! Especially THIS YEAR as we are beginning the fundraising efforts to pay 
for lights and scoreboards. SCLL is currently planning to contribute close to $200,000 to light the Majors 
and Minors fields and to pay for scoreboards on the same fields. We plan to hold a large raffle this year 
(stay tuned), and we have already begun to sell 8x8 pavers that will be permanently installed at the park 
and can be engraved with your name, thoughts, and/or special emblems…or even the SCLL logo!! We 
also have our Annual Dinner and Auction in May that we surely need help with on a year like this!! 
LAST…CONTRIBUTE!!! Whether it is time or skills—maybe you can open a door for SCLL to secure 
donations and sponsorships for lights or scoreboards…or you want to contribute personally—we can 
always use the help. Maybe you know someone who can help, such as people experienced in writing 
grants. Our new concession building will be a significant undertaking, even if we vend out the services, so 
you can see that help is needed in many regards, which brings us to…

YOUR LEAGUE, YOUR PARK: Join the SCLL Board! Join the effort! As a nonprofit Little League, we can 
never have too many volunteers, so please contribute in any way you can to help make this an amazing 
community park. All of us on the SCLL Board are REALLY excited to do our part in helping provide our 
kids and community with the best sporting complex and family park around! Hopefully after reading this, 
you are just as excited! 

GAISER: Finally, as we embark upon our last year at Gaiser Middle School, formerly Gaiser Junior High, 
we would like to take the time to thank Gaiser and the Vancouver School District for their support over the 
years. The relationship between Gaiser, VSD, and SCLL has been a long-lasting, great relationship and, 
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while we are looking forward to the new park, we will always remember with joy the memories at Gaiser. 
From the old days when there was only one lower field and you had to hit the baseball over orange cones 
for a home run…to generations of kids rolling down the hill sideways, it was a great location for SCLL and 
will be a great home to the next youth-sports organization. We also want to recognize all of the board 
members and volunteers who volunteered over the past 35 years and also thank those who worked on 
this project over the last decade. Many people spent countless days and nights in an attempt to secure 
new fields for SCLL, and many more should be thanked for building SCLL into the league it is today…you 
will always be appreciated. 

KING’S WAY CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS: As we look to the future, we look forward to partnering with KWCS 
like we did with Gaiser and VSD. SCLL and KWCS have already forged a great relationship over the past 
year, and we are currently working together on several different fronts. From helping each other raise 
funds for our respective projects…to the possibility of KWCS running the concessions year-round…to the 
shared use agreement, KWCS has shown to be great partners, and SCLL looks forward to growing this 
relationship!

Thank you for your support and interest in SCLL and local youth sports! In closing, we have included a 
few drawings of our future site. As always, surely pictures will not do justice to the completed park itself, 
but you will be able to see the final result for yourself very soon. SCLL is looking forward to playing at the 
new fields in the spring of 2012…and possibly Fall Ball in 2011!

Sincerely,

Salmon Creek Little League Board of Directors

OVERALL SITE PLAN INCLUDING PROPOSED FIELDS AT KWCS:

COMMUNITY PARK & SCLL BASEBALL FIELDS:



CONCESSIONS BUILDING, RESTROOMS, & COMMUNITY CENTER:


